
JORDAN RIVER
FLOW I\ANAGEMENT AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into this 6th day

of April , 1989, by and among the U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE

INTERIOR, FfSH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE (hereinafter "U.S.

Government"); the STATE OF UTAH, DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL

RESOURCES (hereinafter "State"); and SALT LAKE COUNTY

(hereinafter "County") .

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the State has jurisdiction over water

distribution to satisfy water rights on the Jordan River and

the surprus canar and over the operation of the Farmington Bay

Waterfowl Management area; and,

IIHEREAS, the Little DeIl Lake project, when completed,

wilr store runoff flows during spring snowmelt months, which

flows would otherwise continue down Parleys Creek to the Jordan

River and into the marsh areas of Farmington Bay; and,

WHEREAS, the parties desire to mitigate the effects of
Littre Delr Lake Project on the downstream environment of
Jordan River and Farmington Bay; and,

nIHEREAS, the State has appointed a

P/ ?osycrT

Lower Jordan River

the

the

the

Commissioner (hereinafter "Commissioner") to distribute



flows of the Lower Jordan River according to the water rights;

and,

WHEREAS, the County maintains flood control structures in
the channels of the Jordan River and the Surplus Canal at their
point of bifurcation near 2LO0 South Street in Salt Lake

County, pursuant to an agreement with the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers for the operation and maintenance of the Jordan River

Project; and,

WHEREAS, the flood control structures in the channels of
the Jordan River and the surplus canal are operated by the

County and the Commissioner to serve two purposes, namely, the

County operates the structures to divert excess flows from the

Jordan River into the surprus canar during flood periods and

the Commissioner operates the structures to divide flows to
satisfy water rights; and,

WHEREAS, the Operation and Maintenance criteria
established by the corps of Engineers for the Jordan River
Project provides that said flood control structures should be

operated '. . . in such a manner as to prevent f lows in the ,fordan

River below the bifurcation from exceeding 300 cubic feet per

second Ihereinaf ter '.cf s'I which is estimated to be the

capacity of the river below this point.' (see Exhibit A,

attached hereto); and,

WHEREAS, the gates located in the Jordan River at 2IOO

south are currentry operated to satisfy water rights in the
ilordan River and the surprus canal and to prevent the
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downstream flows in the Jordan River from exceeding 300 cfs,
and excess flows, if drry, are diverted into the Surplus Canal;

and,

WHEREAS, other flows from the south originating in Utah

Lake, Little Cottonwood Creek, Bi9 Cottonwood Creek, and Mi11

Creek at times may exceed the water rights on the Jordan River

and the Surplus Canal north of 2IOO South; and,

WHEREAS, during the period of time that the flows in
Parleys Creek are being captured by the LittIe DelI Lake

Project the gates at 2I00 South could be operated to divert
additional water into the Jordan River from any available

excess flows entering the.Iordan above 2100 South up to a

maximum of 300 cfs; and,

WHEREAS, in order to mitigate the effects of the tittle
DeII Lake Project on the downstream environment of the Jordan

River and Farmington Bay, the County desires to have the flood
control structures mentioned above operated in a manner which

will divert e:cess flows into Farmington Bay at any time (r)
the flow in the Jordan River upstream of 2r0o south is
sufficient to satisfy all eristing water rights in the Jordan

River and the surplus canal below that point and (2) the frow

of the lower Jordan River is less than 300 cfs.
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration for the mutual promises

set forth herein, the parties agree as follows:
t. As a mitigation measure, atI excess flows wiII be

diverted into the Jordan River at the 2100 South flood control
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structures subject to the following two restrictions: (1) no

diversion wiII be made which would interfere with satisfying

any e:isting water right recognized by the State of Utah on

either the ilordan River or the Surplus Canal , (2) no diversion

will be made which would erceed the 300 cfs limitation on the

capacity of the Jordan River as established by the Ope-ration

and Maintenance criteria for the Jordan Rlver Project, and

(3) no diversion will be made during periods of threatening, or

actual rainstorms or. that results in flooding of public or

private property durin6 dry weather.

2. It is understood and agreed by all parties that the

diversion of excess water into the Lower .fordan River under

this agreement is contingent upon the presence and avbilability
of excess flows in the upper Jordan River drainage which e:ceed

the water rights on the lower ilordan River and the Surplus

Canal north of the 2100 South flood control structures. 
r

3. It is .understood that County personnel will'operate
the flood control structures mentioned above when the flow of
the ilordan River at 2100 South is above 600cfs. l{hen the flow
of the Jordan River is at 500 cfs or below, the structures in
the river at 21OO South will be operated by the Corunissioner.

4. rt is understood and agreed by the parties thgt the
';...county'b performance under this agreement wirr take piace

within the existing flood control operatlons and maintenance

program, and that nothing in this agreement shall be constiuea
as authorizing the County to manage or distribute the waters of
the Jordan River or its tributaries; such power resting with
the state, acting through its appointed river' commissioners.
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The mitigation f lows wi I1 be reduced irnrnediately upon notice

from the Commissioner that excess flows are not present and

available. Nothing in this agreement shall be construed as a

waiver or limitation of the State or County's immunity under

the provisions of the Utah Governmental Immunity Act, Section

63-30-I, et s€9., U.C.A., for the management of f lood waters

and the operation of flood and storm systems. rt is further
understood and agreed by the parties that the county will make

its best efforts to provide the desired mitigation frows,
pursuant to the terms of this agreement, but that the County

cannot guarantee the availabirity of any particurar excess

flows in the,.fordan River and shall not be held liable therefor.
5. Nothing in this agreement sharr be construed as

modifying, superceding or expanding any existing rights to
store waters as part of the Little DeII project.

5. This agreement constitutes the entire agreement

between the parties, and no other promises or understandings,
Oxpress or implied, shalr be binding upon the parties. No

amendment or modification to this agreement shall be effective
unless made in writing and signed by the parties.

7 - This agreement shall be for a period of twenty (2o,
years and may be renewed and,/or modified and renewed in writing
for additional twenty (2o) year terms as rong as mitigation for
impacts of the Little Delr Lake project is reguired.

rN WITNESS $IHEREOF, the parties have executed this
agreement the day and year first above written.
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SALT IAKE COUNTY

Richard L.
Purchasing

Chamberlain,
.a.nent

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
FISH AND WiLDLIFE

THE INTERIOR,
SERVICE

sgrflIDrsTOr(X

By
Titt

STATE OF UTAH, DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

Flood Control and Highway Divisions
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EXH IIJ I I A

" (b) !{lacellaneoug Feclllttes (1) }hlatenance'
MiecelLa.neous etnrctureE and fecllltleg conetnrcted
e6 e lart of tbe protectlve vorks anal other

(h) Control St4fcture' Tbe control structuree 1$\{/ ffis'rprua ca'el near 2let soutb

Street nae two functlons ' 
d?'r t9 ffvert excese

flowe r"to it'u canal tn irooa perlod's' 1nd' 
to

dlvide riors to satlefy water rlgbts. _Tbe con-

trot stri;i;" at tbe Lead' of $ur5[us Canel bae

a flasbbJta "o"ttolled' 
concrrate ogee gectlon'

rne etru;;;-i; 85 reet rlcte anct l0 fegt IonS'

Tbe ogee sectlon hae an elerratlon of lt 
'2Zl+ 

feet '
Eleven ffaJto"td' bays bave been elnced oa'f-foot
centetrs on the crest of tbe ogee se-ctf-T b order ' 

"
to ecccmods'te tbe lnsteUs'tlon of flasbboarde to
elevatlon \r2ZT'5' Tbe control st::ucturc ecro68

the Jordan R:lver *u" to"tinrctecl rrltb fl.ve bB"

cutlets;bt*gb 1t, eecb cootro3-led by a unually
otrnr:ated' tet"I allde gate at the upetrenm €tld"

Drrlng iot-etagee of tbe rlver' tbe ctlvereton

structureo are to be oSnretecl to cttvlcle tbe flow
as regulr"a to aatlefy dor+aetre8Jtr uater regulre-
nenta. Ur"Ltg tbc flood' oeaooa betveen I NovenDer

anit I .ft-u, "if flasbboard's ere to be reoorred and'

tbe ellde latee op€De . At eucb t're uber tbe neter
surfaces-r6acUes if"rtelfon l+r%l, the. e];[dJe 68tea
ebould ie-ctoecd ln eiucb e Da'nnet as to prevent

flors ln-tbe Jordaa Rlrnr be).qt tbe b1$rrc3!1.*.
nro exce;elng 3OO cuUtc f,eet per aecod, vblcb 1e

est!.uated. to [e-tbe catreclty of tbe r{ver belor
tble Polnt. ,

(5) Srtes al Eea4 of Goggln Dnaln' DrrIDg tbe flood'
6ee6oa J'ne, tbe getee

et tbe bead of Goggln Dle!.rr ebcuLd norulty be

kegt ln en otrEB poittfon' If tbe gngc on tbe
$rrprua c;i; e-e referred' to !'n pragepu 1{5-qt
tbls rnanrral, foecbea or exceede a readlng q q'?^^
or lf flow in tbo che.nel reecbea or erse€d8 2r0oo

c.f.8.1 as lnted by tbc U'S'G'S'' t'be gotea et thl
bead'ofGogslnDrulnsbou]-d,beort3nealnordert,bat
Goggln Drsln tray carlT lts fi'rll calaclty'

b. .Inelection and'. l'lalntenance.

[.':
fi

(1) Fertlnent neroentg of tbe Coag-of-&e4l

f) are guoted 1rr lart er folLors:

zl


